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Merieult Ean;ion, 527-533 Royal Street 2t Newor

. Ja.
In his report of the great fire of December 8th, 1794, Govermnor

' Carondelet mentions the house of Don Jusn Merieult (Jean Francois

Merieult) as being one of the few houses in the city, the only one
on this square, to survive the fire. The house was new then, having
been built after Herieult purchased the lot et publlc gsale from the
Succession of Don Pedro Aragon Y Villegas.

Aragon ¥y Villegas was a banker andé merchant who financed the
Royal Government in various projects, and was appointed administrator
of the education of the children and youth of the Province.

On March 1, 1819, Madame Merieult {Catherine Margarite MacNemsra),
then a widow, solé the property to Jean Lanna, and two years later, he.
gold it to Leurent hilaudon. Lanns is listed as a merchant in the
Direcbtory of 1805 and agein in that of 1820. Millsudon was & proainent
commisgion merchant and planter. Both men were connected with the Con-
solidated Bsnk. The number of the house then was 149.

Lizardi Hermanos {Lizerdi Brothers) acquired the property in 1832,
Antonio Maris Pintado, possibly the Lieutenant Surveyor of the district
of Iberville, who has left such a valuable collection of papers, seens
te have taken the house on terms he could not fulfill, and three years
later, it reverted to Lizardi Hermanos, at a price of £80,000. This
inecrease in price indicated that during these three years the house was
reconditioned, and the Classic Revivsl detnils were substituted for the
original Spanish mouldirgs, and the square granite openings were sub-
stituted for the original arches.

Lizardl Hermanos, who were commission merchants, resided here for
the next twenty-two years, when the place was acquired at a greatly
reduced price, by Theodore Danflous, a saddler and harness maker.

The number of the house was given as 149.

Fourteen years later, the mansion was acquired by Ivan Garcias
y Mora, who, in 1870, sold cigard and Louisiana Lottery tickets at
the corner of Bienville and Exchonge Alley, then his residence.

Seven years later, it reverted to the widow of Theodore Dan-
flous, wio, wishing to return to her native France, sold it to Jean
Baptiste Trapolin for the smsll sum of £8,500. The place remained
in the Trapolin femily until acqyuired by Col. L. Kemper Williems,
April 29th, 1928. While owned by the Trapolins, the building wes
for many years known as "The Royal House", and operated as a hotel.
It was patronized by many wealthy snd noted people, pogsibly the
over-flow from the Hotel Royel, or 5t. Louls Hotel, opposite.

After being purchased by Col. Williams, the ¢ld mansion was com-
pletely reconditioned in the traditional style of Mr. Richard Koch,
arcititect. See 718 Toulouse Street
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{A certain lot of ground, togethsr with all the buildings
and improvements therson, in the 2nd, distriect, in square #62,bounded
by Royal, Toulouse, Bourbon and St.louis streets, and measuring 63* 11''
front on Royal strest by 159' 10'* 67''* in depnth, B.P.L., together with
a portion of ground sdjoining the above described property on the
Toulouse street side in its extreme deoth and forming & square used as
yard of 16T 3'' 2''! together with all the right of said vroperty to the
use in cormon of two alleys, one opening on Royal street and the other on
Toulouse street, the vwhole as per plaen drawn by J.A. D'Hemecourt, Surveyor,
Seot, 7th, 1858 and annexed to an act passed before Theodore Guyol, late
Notary Public, on December 22nd, 1871 ~ - ~ LESS AD EXCIPT such part of
the nropert y above described as was conveyed in the sale by Louise
Raimbault, widow of Jean Bavtiste Trapolin, et &l, to the iAmericen Homesteads
hss'n, by act before ®.D. Charbonnet, Notary Publie, dated July 19th, 1921,
end recorded in C.0.B.337 £ 214, and described as follows: A lot of ground,
together with all the buildings and improvements thercon,situated in the
ond, district, souare #62, and bounded by Toulouse, Royal, St.Louis and
Bourbon streets, designated by the letter Y™ on a sketch made by E.L.
Bustis, D.C.3., June 10, 1921 and ennexed to an act passed btefore ¥.D.
Charbonnet, Notary Publie, on July 19, 1921 end sccording to same said lot
is situated at a distance of 138% 5t 4'!'1from the corner of Hoyal and
Toulouse streets, and measured thence 22% 11'' 4''!' front on Toulouse
street by a depth of 187% 5'' 4'*'?! on the side line parrallel to Bourbon
street and rumning toward St,.Iouls streeb, thence measures 33" 2'* on &
line parallel to Toulouse street rumning tovard Royal street, thence :easuring
63* 11'' on a line parallel with Royal street running toward Toulouse street,
thence measuring 10' 9'* on a line toward Bourbon street, and thence
measuring 3* 6%f 4''' on a line parallel to Roysl street, running toward
Toulouse street to the point of bezinning; which said lot *¥¥ig comvosed
of original lots "AM, WBM™ & "EM and common alley "C" (Improvements known
as 718 Toulouse strest) Together with a servitude to a common alley
ad joining the property on the Toulouse street side, measuring 3r 2vr 211
more or less, front on Royal street by the entire depth of the above
described vroperty as reducsd by the deduction of that portion of said
property sold to the American Homestesd Ass'n,
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Apr. 29, 1938 Kotary Publie, R.E.Milling,
Cg)g-ﬂ- Present owner: L. Kemper %illisms scouired
499 p 409 from John B. Trapolin; Dolores Gamille

Trapolin, widow of John B,(ressend;Virginia
L. Trapolin, wife of ¥Wm.C.Indowig;and Corinne
Georgia Trapolin,wife of Ym.,P. 0'Toole.,
{Buildings & Improvements)
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Dec., 10,1937 Notary Publie, Roger Meunier,
- G.0.B. A1l the above named vendors acquired all the interest of
496 p 100 Mrs. Indiana Dorothy Trapolin, wife of Wm. F.Dewhirst.
{(Buildings & Improvements)
Dec. 10, 1937 Notary Publie, Roger Meunier,
C.0.B. Mrs. Indiana Dorothy Trapolin, wife of Wm.F. Dewhirst;
449 p. 993 John B. Trapolin and all the above named helrs scquired
Trom Mrs. Florida Bdith Trapolin, widow of Albert L.
Guillot .,
(Buildings & Improvements)
July 23, 1937 Mrs. Florida ¥iith Trapolin, widow of Albert L,Guillos,
C.0.B. and gbove nemed heirs acquired from the Succession of
492 p 410 their mother, Mrs. Louise Raimbault, widow of Jean Baptiste

Trepolin by judgment in Succession #222048,
(Buildings & Inprovement s}

July 28, 1927 Mrs. Louise Raimbault, the widow, and all the above
C.0.B. named heira acquired from the succession of Jean Baptiste
495 p 280 Trapolin, Succession #137424, Civil District Court.

{Buildings & Improvements)
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iay 10, 1878 Notary Public, Jules F. Meunier, Act #127, _
¢.0.B, Jean Baptiste Trapolin acquired from Mrs. Anna Barbare
111 p. 508 Benz, widow of Theodore Danflous.

Described as 63*11t* front on Royal street by 159" 107¢
6t (No exception mentioned) $8,500.00.
{Buildinge & Improvements)
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May 12, 1877 Notary Publice, Theodore Guyol,
C.0.B. Mrs.Anne Barbars Benz, widow of Theodore Danflous,
110 p.68 acquired fran Francisco C. Garcla vy Barres and Jose

Garcia y Barras, by dation en peiement, $16,333.35.
Description: Seme as sbove.
{Buildings & Improvement s}

Hig-



June 10, 1874
C-O.B.
104 p. 371

March 19, 1874
¢.0.B.
104 p 259

Dee. 28, 1871
C.0.B.
101 p 34

Apr. 30, 1857
C.0.B.
69 p 611

Aug. 12, 1835
June 23, 1835

Sept. 22, 1832

Noteary Publie, A.J. Lewis,
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Jose Gareia y Barras and Francisce C. Garcis y Barras
scquired an undivided 1/2 interest from Mrs. Pragades
Barras y Mora, widow of Juan Gercia y Mora,
(Buildinge & Improvenents)

- ok s e gy

Jozse Garcie ¥y Barras and Francisco C.Gareia y Barras
acquired an undivided 1/2 interest, end Mrs. Pragades
Barras y Mora acquirsd sn undivided 1/2 interest from
the Succession of Juan Garcia y Mora, Suoccession
#3698, Civil District Court.

{Buildings & Jmprovements)

Notary Publie, Theodors Guyol,
Juan Gareia y Mora acquired from Theodore Danflous,
(Buildings & Tmprovements) $23,000.,00,

- e o e

Notary Public, Theodore Guyol, Act #301,

Theodore Danflous acquired from Menuel J, de Lizardi.
$15,000.00 -

Described as 60' front on Royal by 1507 deep (Fr.)
{Buildings & Improvenent s)

P I ™

Notary Publie, Octave de Armas, Act #426,

" " Francis B, Tillon, New York,N.Y.
Mamzel J. de Lizardi acquired from Antonio Maris
Pintesdoe. Assunmption of $80,000.00 dedbt.
{Buildings & Tmprovements described &s follows: A
large brick house fronting on Royal street and also the
stores, kithcen, eppurtensnces end tenements thereon.)

- e e o

Notary Publie, L.T. Caire,

Antonio Meria Pintado acquired from Lizardi Hermenos
{Lizardi Brothers).

{Buildings & Improvements described same as above)



Jan, 21, 1832
GDODB'
10 p 258

March 10, 1821

March 1, 1819

. Apr. 25, 1792

LA
Page 4. 3 Newog
Notary Public, Louis T. Caire, Act #60, 3a.

Lizardi Hermenos (Lizardi Brothers) acquired from
Laurent Millaudon.
(Buildings & Improvements deseribed seme as sbove)

- mp s e

Notary Publie, Mare. Lafitte, page #88 _
Laurent Millsudon acquired from Jesm Lema, $36,000.00.
(Buildings & Improvements deseribed same as sbove)

o e am s® W

Notary Public, Mare. Lafitte, page #79,

Jean Lanna acquired by auetion sale from Mrs. Catherine
Macnamara Merieult, testamentery executrix and widow
of Jesn Francois Merieult. $37,150.00.

(Buildings & Improvemsnts described ssme as sbove)
Note:- This sale also ineludes the property deseribed
as #718 Toulousze St.

Notary Publie, Frencisco Broutin, peze #86,Suit #63,

in Book 1791 - part 2, Sub. No. 5442,

Jean Francois Merieult acquired at public sale from

The Succession of Don Pedro Arragon ¥ Villegas.§1,610.00.

-
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Deposit of asct of sale _ 3, Newsk
by
Placide Forstall 3%

in the name of
M.J. de Lizardi.
Apgust 1ath, 1835.

Gity of New Orleans, State of Louisiang, Unitel Stabes of America,
This twelfth day of August 1835 the 60th, year of the American
Indepsndence, -

Before Getave de Armas, notary public of this City and Parish of
Orleans, in the wesence of the hereafter nsmed and undersigned
witnesses,- '

Personally eppegred Mr, Placide Forstall, of this City, acting for
and as agent of Mr. Menuel Juliam de Ligerdi, by virtue of the power
of attorney properly execubted and deposited in the office by act of
the 18th day of July, last

%ho in his cepacity, requested the undersigned notary to recelve and
accent, as title, act deposited in the Archives of his office,passed
before Ffrancois R. Tillon, notary publie, on the 23rd., day of June
1835, In the state of New York. The said sct perteining to the sale
made by Mr. Antonio Haria Pintsdo to lMir. Manuel Julian de Lizardl of a
property situated in this City, on Roval street between St.louis and
Toulouse with full rights amd guarantees as found and composed ag
desceribed in the said =zct.

The said sale thug made for snd in consideration of sum of Eighty
thousend piastres cash, in accordance with the tems of the said act
which was duly reglstered in the office of the controller of liens,
for the City and parish of Orlsans on the 24th day of last Fuly.-
Subsequent to the above, the undersigned notary, in accordance with
the request of the appesrer, accepted as such the act deposited in his
Archives, there to remain forever- Vhich aet;-

Done and passed at New Orlesns, ILay in the office on the day, month
anf year asg ststed above in the presence @ Messrs. Edouard Lavigne
and Pierre Pascales La Barre, competent witnesses who with the apvearer
and notary signed after reading thereof,-

E. lavigne. flacide Forstall

P.P. Lebarre Octave de Armas, not.oub.

#5-
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Depot d*Acte de Vente
par
Placide Forstall
au nom de
Mede do Lizerdl.
August 12th.1838

s Ville de la Nouvelle Orleans, Etat de la Loulsiane, Etats Unis
d *Americue,
Aujourd thul Douziame jour du mois dtiout Mil hult cent trente cing,
1’an soixante de l*'Independance Americaine.
Pardevant Octave de Armag, Notaire Pablic, vour la ville et Parcisse
d*Orleans et en presence des tamoing ci-apres nommes et soussignes,

A personnellement comparu M. Placide Forstall, de cette ville, agzissant
au nom et comme fonde de pouvoir de Mr. Mamiel Julien de Ligardi, on
vertu de la procuration en bonne st due forme deposee en agette Etude,
par acte du dix-huit Juillet dernier,

Leauel, en #a dite cualite, & reguis le notaire soussigne de recevoir,
& titre de devot, pammi les archives de son Etude, un acte passe le
vingt trois Juin ¥il huit cent trente cing, dans 1l*Ehat de New York
pardevant Francois R. Tillon, notaire public pour de dit Etat.

. Le dit acte portant vents par Mr. Antoine Maria Pintado, a Mr, Manusel
Julian de Lizardi, 4d'une propriete situee en cette ville Rue Hoyale entre
St.Iouis et Toulouse, avec ses droits et appartenances, tel que le tout
est complement et decrit en dit acte de vents,

Ia dite vente ainsi faite pour la somme de Quatrevingt millen piastres
comptant, aux termes du susdit acte. lequel a ete dument enrsgistre le
vingt quatre Juillet dernier, au Buresm du controleur des alienations
pour cette ville et paroisss 4tOrleans,

In consequence ds ce, le dit notaire sousigne, obtempsramt & la demande
du dit comparant, & recu au rang des archives de son Etude, susmentionee,
pour y etre et demeurs depose a perpstuite - Dont acte.

Fait et passze a la Nouvelle Orleans, en ltetude les jour, mois et an
susdits en presence des Sieurs BEdouard Lavigne et Plerre Pascgles LeBarre,
tanoins competens qul ont signe les presentes avee le dit sieur comparant
st le notaire, apres lecture faite.-

E. Lavigne P.?. Labarres, Placit Forstall, Octave de Armas, n.D.
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SALES AT AUCTION", = ~ ~ = , will be sold, - - -: 32.

The house occecupied by Mr. Millandon, In Royal strest, &djoining

the Consolidated Bank, It stands on & lot of 50 feet front on

Royal street, with a depth of 150 feet, (F.M.) The building is

well constructed, 1t is spacious and its distribution is good.

In front and in the yard, there are spacious stores for groceries
and dry goods, and may bring high rents. It also contains spacious
lodgings for servents, stables and coach house, It is calculated

g3 well for business as for sn agreesble dwelling., The said
premises have & right of servitude on the lots whereon the
Consolidated Bank is situsted, as well for openings as for passage;
znd has also another passags in Toulouse street conmmunicating in

the rear to a lot adjoining the prineipal lot, and having 13 ft. 4
inehes fronting in the rear towards Royal street, and 15 ft. 4 inches
fronting in the same depth with Toulouse street and which will be sold
with the prineipal lot.

Copied from an ad: appearing in the Courier of Dec. 2%, 1831:
Gity Hall Archivses,

-
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EXCERPT FROM AN AD, TO RENT, IN THE COURRIER OW JUNE 6, 1828;
CITY HALL ARCHIVES

A SPACTOUS HOUSE:

The upper part of thet spacious house, In Roysl atreet,
between Toulouse snd St.Llouis streets, lately occupied by Messrs.
G, Johnstonr & S, Livermore: desirable residence for large family
or as a boarding house; having a very large airy and well peved
vard, with stores, offices, ate,, of the most convenient kind,

SRR
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Aet of Mareh 1st, 1819

Passed before Mare Lafitte

gele of property of the late Mr. Merisult
To ¥r, Jean Lannsa,

32-

Before Mare Lafitte Notary Publie commissioned for the city ang
parish of New Orleans, second Senatorial District of the State of Louislana
there residing 2nd in the presence of witnesses hereinafter named and undersigned-
Appeared:iw

Mr. Francols Dutillet, residing in this eity, public auctioneer
duly comnissgioned for the ¢ity and paridh of New Orlesns:

Dame Catherine Macnamara wifs and widow of Mr. Jesn Francois Merileuls,
residing in this city, stipulating to the present act in the name of and as
Testementary Executrix of the said Mr, Jean Merieult her husband, called to the
oharge of the conditions of hie sealsd Testement under date of the 28th. of
Augzust 1815 duly confirmed.

And My, Laurent Millaudon and Mr. Amede Longer proprietor and
traders residing in this oity stipulating to the present act in the nsme of
and as syndic of the creditors of the s8id Mr. Jean Franccois Merieuld called
%0 the gaid charge by the ereditors, present or represented purswant to act
of rveunion end deliberation under dates of the 28th. and 29th. of Decamber last
duly confirmed,

It has been sald by Mr. Francois Dutillet ae Auctionmeer, that by
requieition of Dame Catherine Macnamera, Widow Meriesuld and Messrs. Lauremt
Millaudon and iAmede longer in their respective rank and in conformity to the
judgnent rendered by the District Court of New Orlesns under date ofwwr—w- and
after the publication and public notices in two fezettes which sre printed in
this City, in two languages as for the denomination of GOUPRIER DE LA LOUISIANE,
AN e mm e and which weve Periocdically given since the 18th, of Jmuary
until-—~--~the 15th. of last February.

{Blank spaces are &s shown in original document).

A land situsted in this city of 83 french feet front on Royal street
by a depth of 150 feet, having a supplementery land depending upon it fronting
Toulouse street which land has 20 feet front by 80 feet deen; on the front of
the said principal land facing Royal Streest thece is a two story brick houss
covered with tiles, together with all the store houses of all kinds which the land
consiste of, such as it is found and compossd without reserve or excention;g
circumstances and dependences, ssrvitudes for losding and unioading.

The first bidding begen with an olfer of $20,000,00 and followed by
numerous bids for s larger amount up to $37,150,00 which was placed and accepted
by the said Mr. Jean Lanna of this city. This last offer was not covered by &
higher bidder. The said Mr. Francois Dutillet, Auctioneer awarded to the said

A2
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Mr. Jesn Lanna the property which is the objeet of the present sale as was
accepted for the amount of $4%,150.00. .

The present property adjudged and sold was part of the nroperty
relinquished by the said Mr. Feen Franoois Merieult at his death who primarily
acouired the first and principal lot of ground facing on Royal street and which
has 60 feet frontage by a depth of 120 feet, at the public sale of the property
of the succeseion of Don Padro Arragon y Villesas, by the diligence of Mr.
Francols Broutin, Notary, in this city under dete of the 25 of April 1792 by
title represented here snd the other portions of the same property is part of
snother lsné he secquired from Mr. Jean Baptiste Poeyfarre by act passsd before
lr. Pierre Pedesclaux, a Notary alive in this c¢city under date of the 2nd. of
Fuly-1796 and fran Mr. Felix de Meterre, by act passed by Mr., Carlos Ximenes,
Notary, under date of the 6th. of July 1798, the titles of which are likewiee
rapresented.

Done and npassed in the city of New Orleans in the office =nd signed
by all contracting parties ond asppearers, in the house which is the object of
these presente the lst of Liareh-1819; the 43rd. year of the Indenendence of the
Unit ed Statee of America, In the presence o?f Messrs. Jean Louls Franeoie
Chatry and Jacquee Joly, residing witnesses, who sigued with the contractlng
parties, &ppearers and the Noteary Public undersigned after reading.

Jn. Lanna. J. Butillet.
A. Longer Vve. Merieuls.
Chetry L. Millaudon.

Jques, Joly.

Me. Lefitte,
Notary Public,

i
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Acte 1 Msre-1619 de Kere, Lefieet,Notre ub., 5 N vk
Vente Propriete de Feu Merisult
3, Sietr Jesn Lanna. : a2z,

Par devent Marc Lafitte, Notaire Public commissionne pour la ville
et paroisse de la Nouvelle Orleans, second district Senatorial de 1'Etaet de la
Louisisne y demeurant et en presence des tauo:.na, ci-apres normes et soussignee
Furent presentiw-

M. Francols Dutillet demeurept en cette wille, encanteur publie,
dument commissionne pour la ville st parcisse de la Nouvelle Orleansi-

Dame Cetherine Macnamera epouse et vsuve de M. Jean Francols Merieult,,
demeurant en cette ville, stipulante au present acte au nom et comme executrice
testamentaire du dit Sieur Jean Merieult son mari, appelle a la dite charge
par son testament mystique sous la date du vingt huit Aout mil huit cent
quinze dument homologue:

5 M. Levrent Milleuwdon et Amede longer, proprietaire et commercans
demsurant en cstte ville stipulant au present sche au nom et comne sindics des
creanciers du dit Sisur Jean Francois Merieult appelles a la dite charge par
les creanciers presene ou representes-suivent acte de reunion et deliberation
sous les dates des vingt huit et vingt neuf Decanbre dernier dument homologue.

Il & ete dit var le Sieur Francolis Subillet, en sa qualite, qu's
1s recuisition de Deme Cstherine Mocnamara, Vve. Merieult et Iif. Leurent
Willaudon et Amede Longer en leurs aualites respectives et en wvonformite du
jueement rendu en la cour de parcisse de la Nouvells Orlesns sous la date du.....
et apres publications et announces nublimes dans deux Gazettes dui s'impriment
en cette ville et dens deux langues comme la Louieiane et.....v.. 86 gui ont
etesss periodiquement donmnes depuis le dix huit Janvier juscutaun... quinze
Fevrier dernier,

{Blank spaces are as shown in original document).

Un terrain situe en cette ville avant eocixante trois pieds
Trancais de face & lz Tue Hoyale sur uns profondeur de cent cincuante vieds,
avee un eupplement de terrain qul en devend faisant face a la rues Toulouse sur
laguelle il a vingt pieds sur une profondeur de soixante wieds; sur la facade
duguel principalement terrain; domment sur le rue Rogale, 1l existe une maison
en brique et a etage converte en tuiles, ensemble tous megasins de toube
nature qui comporte le dit terrain, tel que le tout ze poursult et comporte
sane en rien reserver ni excepter; circonstances et dependances, servitudes
a charge et dechargs,

Et la premiers enchere ouverte sur la somme de vingt mille niastres
a ete successlvemente couverte par d*autre encheres d'une plus forte valsur
jusgquta celle de trente sept mille cent cinquante plastres mise et etabli par
le Sieur Jean Lanna de ville, laquelle n'ayant pas ete couverte par aucunne
nouvelle enchere et le dit Jean Lanna etant en consequence reconnu pour le plus
baut et dernier encherisseur, le dit Sieur Francois Dutillet en =g dite qualite

St



AT Mo Lo, -1100~0)
HAPZS,
LA
Page 2. 3. N v oR

()

14

d'enchanteur 2 adjuge su dit Sieur Jemn Lenna la propriete qul ez ltobjet
de la presentevente telle qu'selle a she etabli pour la ditte somme de
Trente sept mille cent cinguante piastres.

.~ la presente propriete adjugee et vendu fait partie des biens
delaisse par le dit Sieur Jean Trancois Merieult a son deces qui premierement
a acquis le premier et prinecipel terrain donnant sur la rue Royal et qui &
soixente pieds de face sur une profondenr de cent vinght pleds & la vente
public des biena de lz succession de Don Pedro Arragon ¥y Villeges, & la
diligence de Mr. Frencois Broutin, Notaire en cette ville, sous la date du
vingt cinq Avril mil sept cent quatre vingt douze, suivent titre ici '
represente et les autres portions de la meane propriste comme faisant partie
d'autres terrain qutil a acquis ds M. Jean Bepiiste Poeyfarre par acte devant 1.
Pierra Pedesclaux de son vivant Notaire en cette ville sous la dste du deunx
Juillet mil sept cent quatre vingt seize et de M. Felix de Materre, pas acte
recu par m. Carlos Ximenes, notaire de son vivant, sous la dite du six Juillet
mil sept cent quatre vingt dix huit, dont les titres sont parellement
representes.

Fait et passe en la Nouvelle Orleans en 1l'Etude ot gigne par
toutes les partiss contractantes et comparentes, en la maison qui fait
1'objets des presentes le premier Msrs mil hult cent dix neuf, ltan quarsante
trois de l'independence des Etats Unis d'Amerique, en presence de MM, Jean
louis Francols Chatry et Jacques Joly, tencins domicilies qui ont signe avee
les parties contractantes, comparantes et le Notaire public soussipgne apres
leature faite.

Jn. Lanns J, Dutillet
A, longer Vve, Merieult
Chatry L. Millaudon
Jques.Joly

Mec., Lafitte,
Noteire Publie.,

H
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SUCCESSION OF JEAN FRANCOIS MERIEULT 33

NEW ORLEANS FROBATE COURT - 1818

Yotition to teke Inventory, filed July 28, 1818, shows petitiomer
to be Marguewite {changed to Catherine) Macnsmara Merieult.

Petition to appoint curator for the minor Buphrosine, filed
July 28, 1818, by petitioner Mevguertie (changed to Catherina)
Macnamare Merieult.

Petition to prové up will filed July 24, 1818, Py petitioner
Mewguerite (changed to Catherine} Macnamara Merieult.

Potition for letters testamentary filed Qectober 28, 1818 hy
Catherine Macnamara Merieult,

Letters testamentary issued October 28, 1818 to Catherine Macnamara
Merieult.

MERIEULT ‘ ST.10UIS #1

Don Juan Francisco
native of France
Hushand of Dona Catarina
Carlota Macnamars
Son of Don Carloa Merisult
and. Dopa Mariana Baibin
Died July 14 - 1818 -
Age 89

From the Index of Cemeteries, la. Hist. So.Library
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Ne Verietur, signed J.Pitot Judge.

John Francoels Merieult,

Before Michel de Armas, notary publie at the residence of New Orleans
State of louisiana United States of America, ard in Presence of seven
witnesses hereafternsmed and unfiersimede

Was present Mr. Jean freancois Merieult, merchant resldemt of this City
who submitted to the said notary and witnesses & paper which he
declared containing the duplicate of hie testament which he had ths
undersigned notary write but which he signed with his own hand. In
consequence the said notary prepared thie aect of subscription on the
said paper which was signed by Messrs., Jean Roques, Jeen Blanque,
Nicholas Lauve, R.D. Shepherd. Jn. Bte. Soraparu, P,F. Dubourg and
Amedee Tonger, A1)l seven witnesses resquested for this specific

purpose domiciled in this City all of which was done as result of

the sbove without diverting to other acte.

Done 8t New Orleans the twenty ninth day of August in the year
Bighteen hundred fifteen the fortieth year of the American Independence.

Signed John F. Merieult

Signed:- R.D. Shepherd, Nlas, Lauve, Jn. Soraparu, Jn.BElanque,
Jn.Roques, P.F.Dubourg, A longer,Michel de Armas not .pub.

Ne Varietur

Signed J.Pitot Judge.

Ne Varietur Signe J. Pitot, juige.-
Ceci est mon testament

Je souss gne, Jean francois Merieult, fils legitime de feus Mr.Charles
Merieult et liademe Marie Anne Boivin, son epouse, mes pere et mere natif
de la paroicsse de notre dame de torpts, en normandie, en france negocient
e la nouvelle orleans, etant sur le point d'entreprendre un voyage pour
1teurope a l'effet de ramener ma famille dans son pays natal, me
trouvant, par la grace de dieur sain de corps et dtesprit, at desirant,
avent ma mort, declarer mes dernieres volontee jai fait et dicte mon
present testament & lr.Michel de Armas notaire public en cette ville,
cui la ecrite de sa main, ainsi quil smit. :
Je recomrcande mon ame & dieu, et le nrie de vouloir bien mtaccorder le
representer le vlus sincere de mes peches, ‘Je declare etre lezitimement
marie avec nadame marguerite Macnamara, mon epouse fille legitime de feu
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H#r. Patrick Macnemars et mademe marguerite Chauvin Desillet son epouse,
les Pere et mere, ma dite epouse etant de present a paris, en frence,

Je declare cue de mwon Ait meriage, j'al actusllement vivans trois enfemns
nomres Cetherine Mathilde Mexieult, agee de dix neuf ans, Charles
Merieult de seize ans et Euphrosine Merieult de guinze ans lesquels sont
supres de leur mere Je declare cue mon contrat de mariage avec ma dite
epouse passe le seize novembre mil sept cent quatre vingt onze, devant
Carlos Ximines, alors noteire public en cetie ville; il appert que l'apport
de ma dite consistaitb g

1, en une somme de¢ quinze cents plastres nontant de la dot constituee en
sa raveur par le Sieur francois Siben, alors epoux de la Dame Marguerite
Chauvin Desillet conjointement avec cette derniere.

e en une sSomme de quatre mille quarante six plastres dont elle a
herite du chef du dit feu Sieur Patrick Mecnamars son pere &b

3+ et enfin de la somme de troils mille pilastres dont jtal dotee & ma
dite evouse, la quelle somme formant le dixleme de la somme de trente
nille piastres montent de la valeur estimative des biens cue Je possedalis
a l'spoque de mon dit mariage-

Je declare cue posterieurement a mon dit marisge et depuis que Damecees

ma dite epouee a herite de =a dit defunte mere madame Marguerite

Chauvin Desillet, veuve en praniere nocses de deu Mr. Patrick Macnamarsg et
decedee epouse de Mr, francols Siben, d'une somme de vingt neuf mille
trois cent trente et une piastres et sept cents v compris 1a somee de six
mille neuf cent quatre wvingt treize plestres et quatre wingt deux cents
due par Nr. Salomen FPrevost, hebitant domicile dens la paroisse D'Orlesns
dans cet etabt de la Touielane, de laguelle derniere domme, je nai pu just
qu'a ce jour effecter le recouvrement, le payement en Ehant d'aillieure
assure, autant que possible au moyen d'une hynothegue consentie par mon
dit Sieur Prevost sul ant actss devant le dit noteire lLir.iichel de irmas.

J'institue pour mes heritiers, ¢hacun par Hgale vortion, dand touse mes
biens meubles et immesubles, tous aux de mes enfans cul se trouveuront

vivans au jour de mon decesa

Je confirme la tutelle de mes enfens mineurs cue la loi defere & ma

dite epouse, oui devuls vingt oquatre aue dure notre union n'a cesse

de me donner des preuves que je ne pouvals faire un meilleur choix.Je

nomme Dour exscubteur de mon present testoament ma dite epouse b dems le

cas ou je wviendrsis a decider svant son retour en celte ville je nomme

mon nerent kir. Jacoues francois Liveudais £ils, habitent domicilie dens
cette paroisse Li'Orlesnsg, pour agir provisolrement comme mon Exseuteur testa-
mentaire, jussu'a 1l'arrivee de mon epouse ici, et & defaut de mon dit

Cienr Ligaudals, Je nomms s2u mame effet Kr. Pierre fouchsr aussi habitent
domicilie dans cette Paroisss D'Orleans voulant que dans le cas ci-dessus
preva mon deces avent le retour ici de mon epouse Lion dit Sisur Iivaudails
ou & default, mon dit sieur foucher apres avoir fait ordomner ltexecution
de mon present testament, fasse approuver, par un notaire de son cholx, les
scelles sur les bureaux et coffres conbtenant mes livres et paplers de
comrerce qul leur feront deseques par Messrs. Laurant Hillaudon et Jean
Lenna que je laisse charges de mes affaires lee quels scelles ma dite enouse

{3
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seule sura la faculbte, a son arrivee ici de fairs lever sans sucuns
formalite: .

Dans le cas ou ma dite epouse viendralt a me preceder, je nomme et

pour tuterer de mes enfans mineurs et vour mon execubeur Testamentairs
mon dit sieur Jacques francois Livaudais, fils et a son default mon

dit sieur Pierre foucher que Je prie de me donner cette double presuve
DtAmitiee.

jtautorise la ypersonne qui dtapres les dispositiona qui precedent,

sera chargee de l'execution de mon present testament A agir dans tout oe
cui sera relatlff a ma succession sans intervention de justiecs autantg
gue faire le pourrs.-

Jtanmulle et revoque tous les testaments et codicliles que je puis avoir
fait avant le present sucquel seul je m'arrente comme contenant mes '
dernieres volontes-

Enfin foi dacquei jai sigme mon present testeament, fait a la Nouvelle-
Orleans, ce jourd'™hier vingt trols Aout Mil hult cent quinze, Signe

Jean F. ¥erlewlt,

WE VARIETUR, signe
JTs. Pitot, Juge.

-l
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John ¥. Merieult _.32;

Filed in New Orleans Probates Court, 1813,
Will is recorded in Will Book 3, page 61,
Inventory was made by and massed before Wichel
de Armas, Motary Publiec, July 28, 1818

Ne Verietur signed Jn.Pitot Judge.

This is my testament,

I undersigned, Jean Ffrancois Merieult, legitimate son of late Mr. Charles
Herieult and Mrs. Marie Anne Boivin, his wife, my father and mother,
natives of the parish of Lady of torpt, in Normandy in France, merchant

in New Orleang being asbout to undertske & voyage to Europe for the
purpose of bringing back my family, to their native country,

Finding myself, by the grace of God sans of body and of mind, snd
desiring, before my death to declare my last wishes I made and dicteted
my present testement to Mr, Michel de Armas notary public in this City
whoe wrote it with his hand, as follows:=

I implore the protection of God for my soul, and pray to him for
reventence, mest sincere for my sins, I declare being legitimately
married to Mrs. larguerite Macnamsra, my wife legitimate daughter of
labte Mr. Patrick Macnamars and Mors. Marguerite Chauvin Desillet his
wife, the father and mother of my said wife being st present in Paris
France.=

I declare that from my wedlock I actually have thrse living children
named Catherine bMathilde Merieult, ninebteen years of age, Charles
Merieult sixteen yvears of age and RBuvhrosine Merieult fifteen wears of
age who are with their mother.

I declare that my wmarriage contract with my said wife, dated Yovember
sixteenth seventeen hundred ninety one before Carlos Ximines then notary
public of this City, it appears that the dowry of my said wife consisted
ofi=

l. Tifteen hundred pilastres dowry made up in her favor by Mr.Francoia
Siben, then husband of Mrs. Marguerite Chauvin Desillet co-jointly with
her,-

2., The sum of four thousand forty six piastres which she inherited
from the head of the family late Mr, Patrick Macnamars,her father,

3« &nd finally the sum of three thousand piastres which I endowed her
vhich sald smount was one tenth of the sum of thirty thousand piastres
est imated value of the property I possessed st the time of my marriage, -
I declare thet subsequently to my said marriage and since then that
Damcees, my said wife inherited from her decessed mother, Mrs.Merguerite

-158-
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Chauvin Desillet, widow by first marriage of late Mr. Patrick Macnamars
and deceseed wife of Mr. Frencois Siben, a sum of twenty nine thoussnd
three hundred thirty one pisetres and seven cents including the sum of

sixz thousend nine hundred ninety thres piastres elghty two cents dus by
Mra. Salomon Prevost, inhabitsmt residing in the parish of Orleans, in
this state of Louisiana, of shich last smount I have to this present day
been unable to recover the payment being nevertheless essured as much as
poagible by means of a mortepge given by the sald Mr. Prevost, according
to act before Mr. Michel de Arm=s,-

I name as my helirs, each share and share alike all my belongings movables
and immovables all 4o my children then salive the day of my death.~

I confirm the guardlamship of my minor children as bhestowed by law on my
wife who for the twenty four years of our union has never ceased to give
me proofs that I eould not have made & bhetter choice,- I name as executor
of my present testesment my said wife, and in the event that I should die
before her return to this City, I name my relative Mr. Jacques francois
Livaudais son, inhabitant residing in the parish of Orleans, to aot
temporarily a8 my Testamentary Executor, until the arrival here of my

wife, and In default of the said Mr. Livaudais I neme to the seme

capacity Mr, Plerre foucher also residemt, domiciled in the parish of
Orlesns, wanting thsat in the evenb of my death hefore the return here of
my said wife the said Mr. Livaudais or in his default of the said Mr.foucher
after having ordered my present testament probated, have & notary of his
choice place seals on my desks and safes containing my books and pavers
rertaining to business to be enalysed by Messrs. Laurant Iillsudon and
Jean Lamns that I nams in charge of my affairs which seals my said wife
alone will hawve the amthority, at her arrival to have removed without

any formallty.-

In the event my wife should precede me in deeth I name as tutor for my minor
children and as Testamentary Executor the said Mr. JFaccues francoils Liveudais,
gon and in his default my said Mr. Pierrs foucher whom I pray to give me
this double proof of friendship,- I authorized the person who according to
the preceding stipulations will have oharge of the fulfilment of my present
testement, to &ct as much as poseible without legmal proceadinge,-

I annul and revoke all testaments and codicils that I may have mede
previcusly the present one containing my last wishes,-

4s such I signed my present testement made in New Orleans, yesterday twenty
third day of August Fighteen hundred rfifteen,

Jean F, Merieult

Ne Varietur, signed J. Pitot,
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Aet of Publie Ssle, dsted April 25, 1792, before Francis Broutin, Nota.r’y
Publie, page #86, Suit #63, Book 1791-part 2,

Being a sale of properity by the Succeseion of Don Pedro Arragon ¥y Villegas
to Jean Francols Merieult..

In the City of New Orleans, on this the 25th day of spril
1792, I, the below named Notary Publle, by virtue of a commission
Previcusly issued to me, proceedsd to the customary place of Public Ssls,
and in the presence of Don Antonio Mendez, representetive of the absemt
heirs of the dsceased Don Pedro Arragon y Villegas, 2nd Don Felipe Guinault,
attomey-in~fact for Don Andres Armesto, testamentary executor of the
Sucecession of the said Dop Pedre Arragom Villemaes, &nd did call oub in a
loud public voice, for sale, the property belonging to the Succession of the
sald Don Pedro Arregon ¥y Villegas, inviting whomever might wish to bid upon
the various pleces of property belonging to the decemsed and situated in
thies city.

I further called out that the succeseful bidder or bidders would
be required to pay one~third of the purchase price in cash, and the other
two-thirde in one year from date, giving faithful bond for the latter
amounts;

And then appeared Don Juan Franoig Merieult and naid his amount
of money for the lot situated on Royal street, 60' front by 150" in depth,
and bounded on ons side by the property of Don Pablo Segond and on the
other by that of Don Juan Bautiste Poyafarre, and since his was the highest
bid received, the said lot was sdjudjcated to him for the sum of $1,610.00,

I therefors, ebated in a loud voice that sinee there was no one
elee who desired to pay more for the ssid lot of ground situsted on Royal
street, bounded on one side by the property of Don Pablo Segond, snd on the
other by that of Don Juan Bautista Poyafarre, then the said $1,610.00.

I declared the said sale to be good and vslid,’

All of which was accepted and verified by the purchasers herein,
who obligated themselves to comply with all the conditions of said sale
and vho signed the samé together with the above named representative and
attorney-in-fact, to all of which, I, Notary give rfaith,

Antonio Mendez Falipe Guinault
Bartholome Bosque - J.F. Merieult,
Before:

Franelsoo Broutin,
Notary Publiec.

I3
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Lot of Public Sale, dated April 25, 1792, before Francis Broutin, Notary
Publie page #86, Suit #63, Book 1791“ part of 2,

Baing a ssle of property by the Succession of Don Fedro Arragon v Villagas
to Jean Francois lerieult.

En la Ciudad de la Nueva Orleans a veinte de cinco de gbril de
mil setecisntos noventa y dos &nos, Yo el escrivano en virtud de la
commission & me conferida por sl decrebo antecefente estande en al parage
acustumbrads pare cslebrar las ventas y rem&tes, presente Don Antonio
Mendez, defensor do los herederoe ausente del difunto Don Pedro Arragon y
Villegas, y Don Felipe Guinault, apoderado de Don Andres Armesto, su
Alpacea Testimonio, hice pregonar por voz del pyregonera publico, los bienes
que dedos por fellecimienmto del ente dicho, diciendo quisiers hacer postura
8 diferentes terrenos situades en esta dicha eciudad, parescs que se la
edmitira la que hiciers y se ha de rematar en la persona quien mas diere,
pagando su imposte, ung parte de contado, y las otras doe dentro de un ano,
donde fiadaz abonado, v en este estado parecio « + ¢ o« & o o + « &

Don Juan Franoisco Merieult 2 hiro posturs a otro terrano situado
en la calle real, de Sesenta pies de frente ¥y ¢iento ¥ cincuente de fondo,
lindendo por un ledo, con terreno de Don Peblo Segond, y por el otro,con
ctro terrenc de Don Juan Beutiste Poyafarre y como mayor postor, se le
ad judicoen el cantidad de un mil seiscientos y dies pesos ¥y se mando
pregonar -~ $1,610,00,

Y. en este Estado mende & vivar la voz al nregon, diciendo pues
que no hay quien pude ni de mas vor el terreno de la ¢alle resl, lindando
por wn lado, conterreno de Don Pablo Segond, ¥ por el otroe, con otros de
Don Juan Bautista Poyefarre cue mil seiscientos y dies pesos) que la
dicha venta es buena y valido, con l& gual cquedo verificado este remate
v los rematadores, se obligaron & cumplir con los condiciones de el,y lo
firmaron los que supieron con dicha defensor v apodersde. de tode lo qual
doy fe.

Anto Nendez Felipe Guinauls
Barte Bosgue J. B Merieult .
Anterior:
Franso Broutin,
Bsno JPubeo.
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Marriage Contract between Jusn Francisco Merieult and 32~
Donsa Catarins Macnemers, passed before Carlos Ximines, Notary Publie,
on November 18, 1791,

DOWERY ACE

In the name of the Holy Trinity, Amen. Be it known
that I, Don Juan Framcisco Merieult, & resident and merchant of the
City of New Orleans, and a member of the parish de Dons Senora de
Terpt, in the province of Normendle, in the kingdom of Framce, &
legitimate son of Don Carlos (Merieult) and Dona Mariana Bolvin, and
in ordeér %o better serve Our loxd and His Sacred Mother, I have con-
teamplated marriage with Dona Catarina de Macnemara, & resident of this
city, legitimate daughter of Don Patrlcio and Dons Margarite Dessilet,
which s¢t of marriage we expect to celebrate @3 soon as possible, and
as the said Dona Catarina, my future wife, has, as her personal dowery,
the sum of fiwe thoussnd five hunired and forty-six pesos and four
reales, which she brings into this marriasge in the manner which will be
explained, and it being incumbent to drew up the necessary document which
will verify this at all times so that there be evidence of seme, as much
for a complete accounting ae for the eurety of propsr counsegquences which
engender justice, tranguility, and peace for married couples, I declare
by these presemts as follows:
That in virtue of the marriage which I am about to contract with the
said Dona Catarina, I have received, as her own separate &md paraphernal
property, from Dona Megarita Desailet, her mother, ané Don Franclzco Siben,
her step-father, the sun of five thousand five hundred &nd forty-six peseos
sand four reales in the following manner: the sum of four thousand and
foriy-six pesos and four reales in cash money, which sum belongs to my
said future wife as her legal and paternal right upon the death of Don
Patricio de iacnamara, herfather, according to the inventory taken in these
archives, and the deed of imposition (trust) made out in her favor by the
aforeseid (Franciseo and Mergarite Dessilet) before the present notary
public on April 28, of the pmresent year; and the sum of one thousand five
hundred vesos remaining, which the =aid Dona Margarits and the said Don
Francisco, her consort, have given to the eald Dona Catarina in the value
of three slaves names, Henrietta, fifteen yesrs of age; Victual Penda,
sighteen ymars of age; and Zair, about twenty years of age; furniturs,
jewels, end clothing for her usej &1l of which I acknowledge having received
to my entire satisfaction, I renounce not having been present (a2t the
presentation), and laws pertaining to the ssme, that of the non numersta
pecunie, those of the things not even nor received, fraud, and others
pertaining thereto, for which I issus & fommal receipt. In consequenge of
which I have offered to give Dona Catarina, my future wife, as a dowery,

G-
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in contemplation of our marriage and in conaideration of her virginity,

the smount of three thousand pesos, whrich I declare that I have assignsd
and set over to her upon the most secure and most valuable of my property,
g0 that she may immediately enjoy the privilege of a preferred and
recognized dowery, which by right and in fact has the seme force as the
five thousend five hundred and forty-six pesos and four reales hereinahove
mentioned, declaring, as 1 do declare, that the said three thoueend pesos
very well comprise about one-tenth part of my free property, end I
effectively obligate mysell to enter inte 2aid mearriage shoxtly, emnd to
the payment end restoration of it {the dowery) together with the five
thousand five hundred and forty-six pesos and four reales already mehw-
tioned, in the event it is dissolved by death, divorce, or other causes
vermitted by law, by which we will wish exeocuted extrajudicielly, whieh
will be the legal right, in which case I augment said sum to eight thousand
five hundred and forty-slx pesos and four reales, having totalled the three
mentioned mmounts, I will mot subordinate or oppose seme, &3 I declaXre no
debta, crimes or other transgressions have happened to me, but from now
unt il such & time mey arise, if it should ocour, I shall relinquish the
whole amount from my property to another fund which will go to my said
future wife, to which I will not make am exception in my favor in ordex
that I may lay claim to seme, nothing more or less upon this particulan,

I have not authorized protests or other legal acts by which I may revoka,
or avail myself of the penalty of perjury end others contrary to law, upon
which I would not wish to be heard in justice if I should deviate therafrom:
in case of a lawsuit, I declare that I will not compete end I obligate ny
person and my property, present snd future. I hereby insert the warranty
clause, power, end submission of justice, of whatever statue it may bve,

and I renounce the laws, righta, and privileges in my favor in the general
form which may prohibit it.

, In testimony of which this act is executed in the City of
New Orleans, on November 16, 1791. I, the notary, certify that I know
the greater herein, and he signed with the witnessee present, Don Francisco
de Sales Badillo, Don Antonio Rodriguez, and Don Juan Bautista Orso,
J. F, MERIEULT
BEFORE ME,
CARIOS XTDMINES,

Notary Public.

k-
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Marriage Contract betwsen Juan Francisco Merieult and Dona 46-Newar
Catarine Maenamara, pessed before Carlos Ximines, Notary Publie, s

Nov. 16, 179L:

Carts de Dote } I¥n el nombre de la Samtissima Trinidad, Amsn:
} Separe que yo Dn. Juan Francisco Merieult, vacino,
Nota } ¥ dsl comercio de esta ciudad de la Nusve Orleans,
Que se Copia } natural de le Parroquia de Dona Senora de Terpt,
en Cinco S5 ¥ Provincis de Nermendia, en el Reyno del Francia,
hijo legitimo de Dn., Carlos y de Dona Mariana
Boivin: que para mas bien servir a Dies Nuestro Senor, ¥ & su Santissima
Madre, he tratado contraer matrimonio con Done Ceterina de Macnamara,
natursl de este dicha ciudad: Nija legitima de Don Patricic, y Dona
Margarita Dsssilet, el guel matrimonio hemos de reducir a efecto con la
mayor anticipacion que ssa posible y como quiera que la suso dicha Dona
Caterina, mi futurae Esposa, tiene por sus bienes Dotales la cantidad de
eineo mil guinientos quarenta ¥y seis pesos quatro reales, que aparts g
dicho matrimonio en el modo qile se exvlicare, y siendo indispenseble
formalizer correspondients instrumento que los seredite en todo tiempo,
aei pare que halle cuenta cabal, como pars gue surte los buenos afectos
que desea el dervscho, la tranquilidad y pas en los Casados, etorgo por la
presente, v come mas haya luger: Que en virtud del matrimonio que hs de
gontraer con la sure dicha Dona Catarina, he recibido por caudel propioc
porteniente la misma, de Dona Margarita Dassilet su madre, y de Don
Francisece Aben su padraete los expresade cantidad de cinco mil quinientos
quarenta y szeis pesos ¥ quatro remles en esta menera) Los quatro mil quarante v ¢
seis pesos y quatro reales en dinero efactivo, cuya sumae le coOrrespondiie a
1s mancionads ml Esposa de legitima y heber paterno, por muerte de Don
Patrieio de Macnamara su vadre, sesum los Autos de Invantario, actuados en
acte Archivo, v Eascritura de Imposielon etorgada a su fevor por los ants
dichog, ante ol nresente Escribanc a los veinte y ocho de Abrlil de easte Ano;
v los mil y ouinisntos rastantes, que por la misms Dona Mergerite, ¥ el
expresado Don Franeisco su consorte, se han donado a la propio Dona Catarinas,
en el importe de tres esclavas, nombrades Henriette, do quince ancs,Victual
Penda, de diss y ocho, y Zalr, como de veinte: Alajas, Prendsa, y Ropa de
su uso: de tode las qual, me doy por entresado a mi entera satisfaccion,
remuncio por no ser ds presente, ¥ leyes de ells, las da la non numerata
pecunia, las de la cosa no viste, no recibida dole y damas dsl caso,de que
otorgo formal recibido y por quante he ofricido a la nominada Dona Catarins,
ma futura Esposa, dar en arras propber Nupcias y en obsequio de su
virginidad la cantided de tres mil pesos, declaro, que se los senslo, y con
signo, sobre lo mas segura, ¥y bien parado de todos mis bienes, para que
desde luego opsendel privilegio y sutelecion de dote conceido, vpor derecho
Y en este parte tengen le misma fuerza de los cinco mil, quinientos
cuarenta ¥ sels pesos, custor reales anteriommente esplicados, dec larando,
sequn lo hags, que dichos tres mil pesos caben mul bien en la Dezima parte
de los bienss libres, que de presente tengo y posse: ¥ me oblime efsctual
qus searro.watrimenic, & la paga, ¥ restitucion de allos, con las einco
mil quinientos guarenta y seis pesos, quatro reales ya recitados, siapre

6~
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gue sed dissuelto por muertr, divorcio, e otro caso de losg permitidos por
 derecho, ya que quiere ser executado con el juramente, de quien see parte
lexme, en cuien le difiero: cuya suma de echo mil, quinientos cuarenta
¥ seis pesos custro resles, ha que ascienden las tres partidas relacionados
no sugetars ni obligare como desde este scte lo deoclars, a mie deudas,
erimines, ni exescs, que puedan resultsrme, pues desds aora, pare quends llegue
el caeo, si acontesiere ceparo la citado cantidad del cuerpo de mie bienes,
por ceudal agemo propio, y perteneciente & la nominada mi futura Eaposa, y
en lo que no pendre ezception de mi feaver para que no la tengo, ni menes
sobre el particular, he otorgado pretexta, ni otra diligencia de derecho, la
que reveco, ¥ doy per nula, vale la pena de perjure, y demas que arbitren,
las leyes; y sSobrs que quierc no ser cydo en juscio me fuera de el come quien
intente aceion que no le compete; a cuys firmera y segurided, oblige mi pereona
vy bienes, havidos y por aver, con clsusula cuarentiglo contreto executorio,
poderio y Sumn de Justiciazs, de qualesquiera parte que seen, y renunciscion
de leyes, fueros y privilehios, de mi fevor y defems con la general en
forma cue lo prehive; Tn cuyo teatimonio es fechs la carta en la ciuvdad de
la Nueva Orleanz a dies y seis de Noviembre de mil settecientos noventa y
una, Yo, el Funo, doy fe conoseco al otorgante que asi lo dixo otorgo, ¥y
firmo, siendo testigos, Don Francisco de seles Badillo, Don Antonio
Rodriguez, y Don Juan Bautista Orzo, vacinos y presentes,

.' J.F. Merisult Anterior:

Csrlos Ximines,
Esno. Pubco.

-
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Works Progress Administration of La.
Mr. Chester H. Wicksr

Dear Sir;

In reply to your letter dated July 12 will endsavor to give you some
information regarding 527-31 Royal and 718 Toulouse St, ¥ do this with
great pleasure, as I can say the happlest days of my life were spemt in
the old Vieux Carre. To begin with it was about the years 1878 when my
parents, Mr. and Mrs. J.B. Trapolin, now both deceased, purchased the old
building from Mr. and Mrs. Donflue, an old couple from France, who wers

~ disposing of all their interests to spend the last days of thelr 1ife in
their old home in Burope. We owned the Royal 5t. property all these years,
until it was sold in the Spring of this year.

®Phe Royal House™, as it was named, being opposite the Royal Hotel or

old 8t.louls Hotel. While running the hotel, we hed stopping with us
many noted people, foreign coumsels, senators, lawyers, and wealthy cotton
and sugar plenters. We were also surrounded by old Creole families, such
as the Bechets, Brulatours, Lemberts ete. & etc., We would often go to the
recebtions given st the St.Louis Hotsl. Then we had the old French Opera
House, which also brings tender memories of wonderful musical talent, and
during intermissions, or "Entre Actes™ as they were termed those days ~
where one met old friends, in the old "Parloir", or "Iorge de familles",
where there was & "Ladies Bar", where cooling drinks were served,

In regard to Toulouss 3t. Proverty -~ or alley which joined the Royal St.
House~ was originally horse stables, presumably built for Gov. Miro. They
were afterwards converted to warehouses for T. Moreau, = novelty importer-
running an establishment on corner Royal and Toulouse Sts. Afterwards the
"Damiens®™ were successor to T. Moresu, & Frenchmen, The Damiens conducted
the store for years. My father then bought the place around 1888 to build
& private home for his family, where we resided for yesre. We then sold
the place to & French importer of scendals. One of the great attractions
was the stairway, wheve Hovey King's perfume shop is now located. An arcade
of fiTiy feet In length led to winding white marble steps. The other
adjoining steps, alternating one walnut, the other oek, All this wes taken
down to modernize the building., Well, vwriting these few lines, feels like
opening sn old book, and dream again of days vhen the scho of horses hoofs
on the cobblestones, were swell sounds to hear. Very truly yours,

Mrs. 7.F. Dewhirst.
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FXCERPT FROM 4D, TO LET, Ii THE COURRIER OF MAY 17, 1826; 37

CTIPY HALL ARGHIVES
BUTIDING (Store):

4 store situated In Royal street, between St.Louis snd
Toulouse streets.

EXCERPT FROM FOR SALE ADD IN THE COURRIER OF AUG. 15, 1810;
CITY HALL ARCHIVES.

DUELLING HOUSE:

Situated in Royal street, number 28, formerly occupled
by kr. J.F. lierieult. This 1s a very handsome and commodious
house, the lot upon which it is erected measures 60 feset front
by 150 feet in depth.

The ad joining lot at the corner of Royal and Toulouse streets,
measuring 60 feet front on the former by 130 feet on the latter.

~138 -
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NAVES IN DIRECTORIES:
LAURENT HILLAUDON

1822:
Millzudon Laurent, merchant, 51 Royal

1830:
Miliaudon, Heurent, merchamt, 148 Royal

1852

0
HARS
LA
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Milieudon, S. merchant, St.Louis between Chartres & Levee (Mo Laurant)

1834:
Millsudon, Leurent, com.merchant, 132 & 139 Bourbon, distillery,
New Levee c. Richard,

1841;
Millsudon, ILeurent, commission merchant, 144 Bourbon.

1842:
}illeudon, Laurent, commission merchamt, 136 Bourbom.

1849: .
Millaudon, Laurent, merchant, 136 Bourbon.

1851:
¥Millaudon, Lewrent, me.chant, 117 Toulouse.
JEAN LANNA

1830:
Lanna, Jeem, merchant, 12 St.Ann, d. 88 St.Philip

1805:
Lanne, Jesn, 10 Levee sur le bord du fleuve

JEAN FRANCOTSE MERIRULT
Census of New Orlesns, 1791
Jean TFrancois ilerieuld,Chartres st .{Copied fram the list in the

{Ia, Hist. So.files}. This spelling does not avpear anywhere else,

1305:
Merieult, John F., 22 Rue Hoyal St.

1822
Keoieult,Charles, gentleman, suburb innunciation.

1824:;
(Merisult does not apbear,)

Ny
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JEAN FRANCOIS NFRIEULT {conmtinused)

)
iG]

x

1830: :
Merisult, Cherles, 214 Leves
Merieult, Mde.widow, 214 Levee

1832;

Merieult, ind., Tidow, 214 Levee
Merisult,Charles 234 Leves
Merieult, J.B., Widow, Casa Calveo
(Repeated in 1834)

1838:
{(Merisult does not appear)

1842;
lierieult, Widow, Leves bet. Port & Engheim streets

1849:
(berieult does not anpear)

THZODOHE DANFLOUS

1849 & 185):
Dan flous Thecodore, saddls & harness maker, 149 Royael

1857
Danflous Theodore, saddler, 149 Royal

FRATCISCO GARCIA Y BARBAS AND JOSE BARCIA Y RARBRAS

185):

Garcia, Francois, keeper state arsenal,Orleans, d. 241 Trems
Garcia, Jose ¢. barracks and Burgundy

1870:;
Garcia, y Boras Francis, clk. Garcise y Moras, r. Bienville cor.Exchange esl,
Garcia, ¥y Joseph, c¢lk. Garcia y Mora, r.Bienvills cor.Exchange al,

JUAN GARCIA Y MORA

1870:

Garcia, y Mora, cigars and Loulsiana Iottery, Customhouse, cor.Bxchange al.
Te Bienville cor.Exchange al.
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LIZARDI BROTHERS

18321
Lizardi Brothers, merchants, 1% Touvlouss

18354 .
Lizardi, iermanos, com.merchants, 153 Royal

1838:
De Lizardi, M. and Co. mts. 149 Hoysl

1841:
Lizardi Francisco and Co, commission merchants,S6 Bienville c.Exchange Alley

1842:
Jizexrdi, Feo, de & ¢0. commission merchants, 52 Bienville st.

1849:
Lizardi, Jusn A, ws. 123 Elysien Fields
Repeated in 1851)

i837:
{(Iizardi does not appear.)
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LANNA, JUAN () B2.

Year 1805, census of the City of New Orleans lists him as
a residemt of #10 South Levee Street.

Year 1784, Sp. Doc. #953, Box #58.

Second boat swain on the frigate "3zn Pedroh,

March 28, 1792, Sp.Doc. #2900, Box #65.

Case of Juan Ianna Versue Don Jusn Baptiste Laurensudiere.

PINTADO, DON VINCHITE {v)

Reajdent of the Distriet of Iberville.

Januery 15, 1799, Sn.Doe. #3755, Box #80.
Brother of: Antonio Pintado.

Lieutenant Surveyor of the district of Iberville.,

MORA] JUAN GARCIA

Merchant #and reeident of New Orlesnas,

Year 1803, Bound book #4087,located in the second floor vault.
Year 1780, Sp. File #3560,

Year 1771, L.H.Q. Vol. 8 #1, P. 149,

June 9, 1771, Sp. Doc. no number,

Year 1770, F. 33, #D. 140,

Year 1770, F. 10812,

Year 1776, F. 45,

Ship owner, paid one peso, the regular fee to have hie boat pass
St .John'e Bayou Bridge en route to Bay St.louis,

Husband of:t Dona Estefania.

Witness at the succeseion of Daniel Fegot de la Carciniera,
Inatituted proceedings versus Franco Ragusot.

Witness at a wedding.

Year 1787, Sp.Doc. #1639, Box #49.

Nitness.

ARAGON, Y VILLEGAS PEDRO

Year 1788, Sp. Doc. #1806, Box #351.

Petitioned the court alleging thet petitioner had a contract

with Don Rafael Pardomo, whereby the said Perdomo promised the petitioner

to resign his position of Royal Clerk, Military and Civil Nobtary, and
Register of wille, these positions to be relinguished in favor of petitioner
end that defendant instead had relinquiehed the said positions in favor of
Carlos Ximines, and that the defendant had acquired it from Don Andres ¥
Roxas, by virtue of relinquishment and purchase for & cash consideration

of 2,000 pesos, and the said Almoneeter acquired it from Don Ignecio de
Ayala. The plaintiff appesled the case to the Supreme Court of Appeals,

iy .
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at Havana and this high tribunal rendered reversed judgment against the
defendant. The sppointment of the ssid Carlos Ximines was confirmed by
a Royal Letter from His Majesty Charlss IV,
Ywar 1788, Sp.boe. #1820, F. 2385.
Year 1773, 7. 880, ¥, 837, F. 878, 7.886, 845,
Year 1786, Sp.Doc. #1433, F. 2786.
Year 178’?, Sp.Doe. #1518, Box #48,
Villegas witness.
Banksr and merchent who financed the Royal Govermment in projectsa
approved by his Majesty, adminietrator of the Fiucation of the childrem
and youth of this Province sppointed to ds =0 by the King.
Inatituted proceedings versus Antonic Gebriel.
Year 1788, Sp.Doc. #1833, Box #51.
Inetituted eriminal proceedings versus Refael Perdomo alleging thet
defandant had maliciously proceeded to his own interest in the testamentary
axocution of the deceaeed Bartholome Magnon, causing plaintiff a con-
siderabdle loss.
Yoar 1788, Sp.Doc. #1854, Box #5l.
Buyer at the auction sale of properties of the estate of Plierre
Francisco Bidou Herbert, who died August 26, 1788.
Year 1788, Sp.Doc. #1378, Box #52.
A merchant of this oity and legal zgent of Don Manuel Nicholas Mongetl
from Havana, Captain of his frigate nemed the "Sacred Heart of Jesus",
petitioned the court alleging that his principal has ordered the
petitioner to cbtain capidin coples of Royal decrees from the Royel
Officea of this city, pertaining the transportation of tobacco in his
frigate, from New Orleans to Vera Cruz, as ordered by the General Assessor,
Don Martin Navarro. Other copy regerding the agreement hetween the
authorities of New Orlesams, and Don N. Diaz, elso for the transportastion
of tobacce to gsame place in his bilander of which said Diaz was Csptain.
Other copy regarding the wages and tonnage of the shipe cceupisad
by the intendancy of Louisians, in the Royal Service duringz the last war;
and the other copy regarding all the ships that were employed and anchored
in the Missiseippi river and rated in accordance with their tomnage at
12} peses per ton; all this information was registered in the office of
the Gensral Asssssor of this Province.
In the meantime Don Manusl Nicholas Mongeti, thru his Attorney,
Don Casimino Galindo in Cuba, pstitioned the court of Havana for the
purpose of obkaining an inersase in the rates at least at that paid by
the Intendency of ILouisiana. Mongeli was granted his petition by the
Chief Minister of the Navy of Havana, Don Domingo Hernani, also the
Intendant General of the Army and the Royel Tressurer of that city, which
was attested by the Court Clerk, Don Nicholas Frias; the following
certified the signature of the Clerk, Don Frencisco Xavier Rodriquez,
Philly Alvarez, Publiec Notaries, and Don Gabriel Josef Alvarez. The power
of Attorney, in favor of Aragon Y Villegesz, was drawn at Havana; before the
Public Notary, Francisco Xavier Rodriguez and the witneeses, Pablo Voldez,
Matez Fernandez, Leal and Josef Nicholas Rodrigusz, by Don Manuel Nicolas
Monget i, The eignature of the Public Notary was counter-signed by Don

Dionicio Ararjo Marcos Antonio Gambos ang Joseph Rodrigunez.

- 14%..
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this proceeding for the certificate asked by Aragom t0 be sent to Havana,
amounted to S5 pesos, 5 reales, which were paid petitioner.

Decerber year 1788, Sp.Doc. #1918, Box #52.

SEE FRANCISCO DE RIANG'S CLiHFD.

January 16, 1789, Sp.Doc. #1974, Box #53.

Defendent in a suit instituted by Don Antonio Palos and his wife

Deme Marianne St.Amend Paloa,

June 15, 1789, Sp.Doc.#2188, P, 2034, Box 54,

Case of Pedro Aragon ¥ Villepss versus the succession of Jorze Heno.

MERIEULT, JEAN FRANCOIS (1)  (Also spelled Merrieull,and Merieult).

Year 1791, census of the City of Wew Orlesns, lists him as= & resident
of Barracks Street, algo a Militiaman and msrchant.

Year 1788, Sp,.Doc.#1777, Box #50.

Petitioned the court to prevent Alexandre Baure from collecting
monay on claims made versus the succession of Louis Boisdors Senilor,
by virtue of being a heavy creditor of the deceased.

January 18, 1800, Sp.Doc. #3847, Box #82.

Year 1801, Box #84, File #825.

Year 1801, File #8213,

March 18, 1800, Sp.Doc. #3876, Box #82.

August 8, 1801, Sp.Doc. #4088, Box #65.

August 7, 1801, 8p.Doc.#4087, Box #85.

September 18, 1802, Sp.Doc.#4225,Box #87

August 11, 1801, Sp.Doc.#4089, Box #85.

April 8, 1801, Sp.Doc,#4047, Box 84.

Jamary 21, 1792, Sp.Doc. #2885, Box #65.

Year 1801, Bound book #4088, located in the second floor vault.
April 17, 1792, Sp.Doc. #2901, Box #65,

Year 1805, cvensus of the clty of New Orleans lists him as a resident
of South Royal Street.

Januery 21, 1792, 17%2,3p.Doc, #2885 F. 1386,Box #65.

Don Francisco iferieult vermas the succession of arcos Olivares.
June 17, 1793, Sp.Dos, #3068, F. Box 68.

Casge of Francisco ilerieult versus the succeseion of Juan Nicholas Bever.
August 8, 1793, Sv.Doec. #3108, F. 1211, Box 58.

Cage of Francisco Merieult versus the succession of Louis Beisdore.

Higl
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Merieult House

This fine old building, erccted in Spanish Colontal times, is a patriarch

of the Vieux Carre. Tt was one of but four survivors, in the direct path of
the 1794 hre, which destroyed most of the main buildings of the city.
Governor Carondelet, reporting to the Royal Treasurer, said . . . we
manuged to stop the lire when it reached the back of the parochial church

and the business honse of . . . Don Juan Merieult . . .»

Jeau Francois Merieuly, « merchant prince of his day, built this great
house o tast—as it has for more than a century-and-theee-quarters. It
was April 25, 1792 when Mcrieult bought this lot frow the cstate sale of
Spamsh offictal Don Pedro Aragon y Villegas. Only five months before,
Merieult had married an aristocratic Creole of French-Irish descent, Dona
Catarina Macnemara. Now he needed a substantial home where, in the

New Orleans fashion, he could also conduct his world-wide enterprises.

On the lot when Merienlt bought it were the ruins of a butlding that may

Cover: From an original panting by Boyd Cruise
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have burned four vears enrlicr 1o the 1788 fire. Bullding materials, such as

good brick and iron hardware, were scarce then, and Merzealt thnfuly
reused what he found on the site,

Recent rescarch, during the restoration of these buildings, revealed
walls where older, small Frencli brick had been incorporated mnto late 18th
century walls built by Meneult. French arches were found topped by
broader Spanisli asches of later vintage. Inserted in three narrow apertures
were decorative, thistle-shaped 1ron grilles which permitted the rooms to
breathe. And old bricks were discovered coated with burnt-looking glaze,
indicating, the fierce heat of a great fire.

The age of these artifacts can be surmised more readily than wonld be
possil)lu m most Vieux Garre squares. For this was “dedicated’® property
belonging to the crown. When the town was first Taid out this square was
set aside us an industrial compound. L.ong barracks buildings were erected
to house workmen of the Company of the Indies: there were workshops

and forges of the King. Private ownerslup did not exist unul Governor
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Kerleree began making individual grants to colleagues.

This ot went in 1757 to de Callongne, an official in the land office.
Francisco Hery, called “Duplanty”, a contractor who built the earliest
Cabildo, seat of the Spamsh government, became his partner. It was
Duplanty who crected the first residence on this site, and sold 1t to the

merchant-goldsmuth Isaac Guinault.

According to record, Duplanty built a typical French Colonial menage
with home and business located on the same lot. Guinault lived here with
s family unul his death in 1766. When Mme Widow Guinault remarricd,
she and her husband stayed on. In 1779 she sold this site to the hat-maker
Claudio Lacoste. The house changed hands rapidly after that unal 1784
when Pedro Aragon purchased it; then it scennngly went down 1n a
devastating fire.

[t is a moot question whether the old brick walls, the French arches, the
“thistles™ were part of the Gummault home or came {rom earlicer structures

i the King’s compound. But plinly the shadow of the past lies hke a

at
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gentle prescuce on threse buildings; it can be sensed and seen as one moves

about this anclent courtyard and distinguished dwelling.

When Merneult butlt the present mun house 1t was one of the most
elegant homes of 1ts day. There were six stores on the ground floor,
enough for Ins own affairs with rental property besides. Upstairs the
accommodations were of the best: a grand salon, a dining room off a
pavithon, bedrooms with thetr own dressing chambers and one that
opened onto a terrace, The rooms had nch cornices, hne mantels, gleam-

g Hloorboards, all m the best traditions of late 18th century France,

The outer walls, of brick covered with stucco, were fortress-thick,
Ground floor openings were arched 1n the Spamish manner, though the
sccond lloor appearcd as 1t does today, The pitched roof was wvled and
pierced with chimneys. In the courtyard were two kitchens, a cellar,

pantry, woodshed, coach house and stable.

In this opulent establishment the Merneults raised a family of three

children. When they were of suttable age, the young people were taken



to France for their education, and Mme Merieult stayed abroad until her

hushand came, 1 1815, to bring them home. Three years later Jean
Francois Merieult died. To settle the estate this great house was sold,
first to the commission merchant Jean Lana, then to another business

colleague, Laurent Millaudon.

In 1832 1t was sold again to a Cuban firm, Lizardt Hermanos, who
updated their New Orleans branch in the lutest mode. Spanish openings
disappeared on the ground floor, and in their stead came the present
granite front. Important living quarters on the second floor were redone
in the eurly Greek Revival style, with richly detatled door and window
trim, elaborate transoms, marble fireplaces and plaster cornices. Curiously
enough, one wing on the uptown side was not renovated, and here can
still be seen 18th century square-paned transoms above double doors with

shallowly incised panels, brass hardware, and deep cornices of wood.

In 1857 the Lizardis, their ranks thinning, sold to the affluent saddle

and harness maker Theodore Danflous, who lreld this property untl 1871
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when it was wcquired by Juan Garcia y Mora, a Spaniard said to be
associated with the Louistana Lottery. Mora died in Spaiu, Dantlons died
m France, and Mmie Danflous reclkumed the establishment by yight of
Mora’s defaulted mortgage.

In 1878 Jean Baptiste Trapolin bought Mme Danflous® property, and
the Trapolins established a chic little hotel here, known as ““The Royal
House.” Many and swect were the memories of their children who recalled
among their guests 7. . . noted people, foreign consuls, senators, lawyers
and wealthy cotton and sugar platers. ™

Trapolin built the house in the rear of this lot in 1888, so that his
growing family could have a home of their own, His heirs continued to
hold this property uutil 1938, when Mr. and Mrs. 1. Kemper Withams

acquired Merieult House and undertook its first restoration.

Among the picturesque aspects of this establishment is a rear courtyard
surrounded by outhuildings. Here old slate roofs overhang and inter-

weave, so that a contintuous maze of narrow wooden balconies is sheltered




by canoptes and shaded by occasional jalousies. Extending on one side is
a long, three-story service wing, tall, shallow, and galleried at each level.

Here the mundane housework was conducted and the servants lived.

Across the courtyard 1s a building of noble proportions and splendid
interior detall, It was here that the most significant archeological finds
oceurred. The ground floor was erected in Merieult’s time, ity flat Spanish
roof probably being the terrace that opened off a bedroom. The front was
rebuilt and the second story undoubtedly added in the 1830°s when the
Lizardis updated the dwellng. At the same time the great ground floor
room was probably given its present nich treatment. The ceilling soars
loftily overhead. Pilasters break the walls into mteresting patterns, There
is a delicately decorated cornice, and a spectacular ceding medallion. A

patr of cypress lonic columns add dignity to one end of the chamber.

Undoubtedly tlus was the counting house of Lizardi Hermanos, for such

comuission merchants functioned as private bankers in those days. It 1s
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also likely that, business done for the day, commerce was put aside so that

Mescdames Lizardi might entertain in a glorious ballroon.

Recently this remarkable assemblage of buildings has been restored and
adapted by the architectural firm of Richard Koch and Samuel Wilson, Jr.
for the Kemper and Lela Williams Foundation te house and display
The Historic New Orleans Collection. For many years Mr. and Mrs,
Willtams discriminately collected pamntings, priuts, maps, books and
artifacts concerned with Louisiana and New Orleans. Now this collection
is being made available, in gallenics and a study center, to histortans and
scholars, qualified writers and researchers interested 1n tlus phase of the

[ife and tumes of Louisiana.
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